Hispanic Roundtable Meeting Minutes 

January 25, 2005

Participants present: Maria Pena, Sara Pete, Ted DeHart, Jose Vasquez, Sam Watson-Alvan, Uriel Iniguez, Jan Crayk, Jose Diaz, Ivan Rodriguez, Kate Hoyt, Veronica Bronkema, Carmen Murphy, Carmen Cody, John Suessman, Christina Johnson-Conley, Arleen Sandifer, Fanny Cordero, Antonio Ginatta, Cynthia Santiago (moderator).

Jan led the group in a fun icebreaker where we got to know each other better.  Some interesting discoveries included there being at least three individuals in the group that spoke Arabic as well as French and Spanish.

Cynthia, and the Committee chairs summarized the accomplishments of 2004, which included the Latino Youth Summit, the Website, the Interpreter’s Forum and the Directory, as well as the increasing our visibility and voice as well as our awareness through the many guest speakers we have had at our meetings.

Antonio Ginatta, the Director of the Commission on Hispanic Affairs presented on the Commission’s Legislative Priorities:  Highlights of his presentation are as follow:

The Commissions three top priorities:

1. To Reduce drop out rates among Hispanic youth

2. To address barriers in education in concert with METT; examining the WASL.

3. Latino Economic Development (developing Latino businesses)

Antonio gave an overview of the State of the Session. Areas being considered are: LEP Pathways/ Navigation 101; Restoration of Immigrant Child Health; Housing Trust Fund (includes Farmworker housing); Environmental Health; L&I wage enforcement; and Hispanic Research (a study on why Latinos are failing in schools).

The Consular ID is not presented this year and has been deferred to the Federal Govt.

A positive note is that more Latinos seem to be testifying this year.  He also stated that Christine Gregoire is dedicated to promoting diversity in her cabinet.

Jose conducted the Prioritization exercise for 2005.  The following priorities resulted from the group’s process:

Hispanic Roundtable Priorities for 2005 are as follow:

1. Youth Education- includes the Latino Youth Summit and Parent involvement (16 votes)

2. Structurally defining the Hispanic Roundtable (12 votes)

3. Supporting and strengthening CIELO as an educational center for Latinos (16 votes)

Areas not selected were: Latino business development; Increasing Latino representation on boards; organizing a new non-profit Latino educational center.

The Election of La Mesa Redonda leadership resulted in the following:

(Cynthia opted out of the Director’s position to allow others the opportunity to lead)

Director: Eva Coblentz

Co-Facilitators: Jose Diaz (Co-Director)

                         Uriel Iniguez



  Carmen Murphy



  John Suessman

Scribes: Jan Crayk


  Sara Pete

Committee Chairs are as follow:

Youth Education Committee: Olivia Salazar, Bernadette Hendersen (co-Chair)

La Mesa Redonda Structuring Committee: TBD

Educational Center Committee: Cynthia Santiago

Website Committee: Ivan Rodriguez

