La Mesa Meeting Minutes


La Mesa Redonda - Partial Meeting Minutes

Re:
Minutes from our November 18, 2004 meeting

Note Taker:  Fanny, from 9:00 to 11:20

Agenda was approved.   

I. Welcome and Introductions - 

II. Guest Speaker: Linda Stewart, Steps Community Program Manager, Thurston County Public Health and Social Services, Personal Health Division
Reported on health issues that are affecting Latinos, specifically women in the 40-70 year range; diabetes, asthma and obesity are devastating. Linda spoke about the mini grants they have for organizations in the county, up to $5,000 for projects in 2005 from February to August.  Linda explained that they are looking for a specific strategy to do Outreach to Latino populations to get the message about chronic disease.  Linda Stewart can be reached at (360) 786-5581 ext.1-6944# or via e-mail at stewarl@co.thurston.wa.us
III. Results of the Language Access Series II

Update from Uriel:  Jan Crayk was not able to attend today’s meeting.  Uriel reported briefly on the Language Access Series II, which focused on solutions for language access.  Discussions took place on how to work better within the existing system.  (History: Previously the Legislature had wanted to eliminate the funding altogether, so a compromise was reached with DSHS to offer something).  Trying to get colleges to offer classes for medical interpreters.

Uriel stressed that the Legislature wants to hear from people who provide services.  What is needed is people who will testify with real stories.  They already have lots of paper/research.  Encourages all of us to look up the legislative hearings schedule, which is already scheduled.

IV. Latino Youth Summit Update
Eva Coblentz & L.Y.S. Planning committee will have an executive summary ready in the near future, to share with us the details about the various components of the summit, including the cost, which will be important as next year’s summit is being planned.  About 95 students participated in the summit.  Sara Pete reported that about 25 volunteers showed up in the morning of 11/15 in Centralia to help with the summit.  Cynthia has received lots of very positive feedback from many about the Summit.  About $6,000 were received in cash donations. A huge THANK YOU to all who put in many hours, for your contributions and commitment to making this event a success.

V. Webpage update – www.hispanicroundtable.org 

Ivan Rodriguez reported that our webpage has been operating since January of 2004.  Ivan has maintained the website and has been our technical resource with this great tool.  He and Cynthia had a power point presentation showing us many of the features of the website, including the FORUM, (under RESOURCES) where all of us can log in and create an account for discussion purposes.  The domain and hosting of the website cost approximately $100 a year.  Cliff Moore, WSU Thurston County Extension, mentioned that there might be a possibility WSU can host it.  He will check into that.  Since the renewal for payment of the website is in January, and our next meeting won’t be until January, a spontaneous collection of funds for the renewal of the website ensued.  $86 dollars were collected on the spot.  Ivan reported that it takes about 2 hours or more to maintain the website; Sara Pete volunteered to help Ivan with the Calendar feature, Maria Velasco (Mason General Hospital) and Kathy Raettig also volunteered to help with the Website.  Thank you!

Break

VI. HRT Discussion on structure/goals/ideas

Continuing the DISCUSSION:

· Uriel suggested HRT be supportive of  CIELO as Board of Directors

· Go under CIELO and divide the work (Jan)

· CIELO could be the umbrella organization, supporting agencies that could collaborate in an effective manner.

· Structure the HRT better (organizational chart, election process, mission statement) 

· Keep the HRT a volunteer organization; Rotate facilitation 

· Our own 501(c)3 (needs much work)

· Approach another nonprofit such as Sea Mar, RISC, or Columbia Legal Services (Fanny pointed out that Columbia was recently reorganized and as such may not be, at present, approachable about this.)

· By not joining another non-profit we keep our identity, don’t take other group’s baggage.

Cynthia pointed out that every year we prioritize issues that HRT has decided to work on; the last ones were the website, the Youth Summit and representation of Latinos on Boards.  The HRT has given back to the community, and has been a loosely structured group coming together to work on focused areas.  The need for a stronger structure has come up before and it is something that should occur.

The group concluded that the conversation continue in January in order to develop these ideas further as there was a lot of good discussion.  A general decision to consider all the options further was made and will be revisited in January during the prioritization exercise and with more members present.
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