La Mesa Meeting Minutes


La Mesa Redonda Meeting Minutes

Re:
Minutes from our September 14, 2004 meeting

Note Taker:  Fanny, from 9:00 to 11:00; Carmen Murphy from 11-12

Attendance:   Uriel Iñiguez, Jose Diaz, Christina Johnson-Conley, Carmen Murphy, Bernadette Henderson, Olivia Salazar de Breaux, Maria Peña, Sara Peté, John Suessman, Pedi Colby, Marianne Lambert, Jenaro E. Castañeda, Samuel Watson-Alvan, Lourdes Medrano, Fanny Cordero, Gloria Romero, Eunice Santiago.

Agenda was approved.

I. Welcome and Introductions -  (Fanny)

Pedi Colby of the Family Support Center and Life Development Resource Center informed the group that she is available as a family support specialist to be a resource for La Mesa, and is available to partner for activities.  (Thank you Pedi!)

Mary Ann Landberg of the Family Support Center shared that the there are 4 different groups for the Nurturing Parent Curriculum.

Update from Uriel:  Gave comments to A+ Commission regarding the WASL and the 30% gap. Uriel met with ICE and Mexican Consul regarding INS raids.  Mexican nationals are reminded that they can call the Mexican Consul if they want information to get to their relatives.  Among topics discussed with ICE is the need to get more communication out before INS is active in the community.   Community folks should contact Senator Cantwell and the CHA (Commission on Hispanic Affairs) with questions or concerns.  A letter was sent to ICE, Uriel will forward a copy to La Mesa.  There was some gain in reducing turmoil…

On going work on State Patrol issue regarding their web page reporting that over 90% of most wanted folks are Latino, looking at what criteria is used for posting folks.  

CHA needs volunteers, interns, or work-study people who can help with clerical tasks.

II. Planning our Fiestecita (Jose Diaz)

This is an opportunity to recognize all those very wonderful individuals who have contributed to La Mesa.  The party will take place sometime near January of 2005.  Not much discussion on this subject other than most people thought Friday would be the best day to have the event. 
III. Discussion on Becoming a 501(c) 3 

Research summary by Sara Pete & Christina Johnson Conley:    

Non-Profit Corporation

Everything becomes public – so good records are a must, as they become available to public scrutiny.  There is a considerable amount of paperwork, with annual reports, financial reports and IRS forms to turn in every year.  There are also incorporation fees – about $30 for state and $150 for federal fees.  Also need $ for liability insurance. Must abide by non-profit state and federal laws.  Can’t contribute to political campaigns, limited lobbying.  Advantages include  protection from liability and being able to apply for grants.  Could use some help from a lawyer or tax advisor (an accountant would be a nice addition to our group).  Must have a defining purpose, by-laws, ID#, minute book, bank account, IRS forms, Secretary of state forms.

DISCUSSION:

· There are realities to consider: need space to house documents, perhaps pay an accountant or designate one paid staff to maintain records, write grants.

· Would need committees such as financing, fundraising, grant writing…

· Paper work and balancing the books is the hardest difficulty.

· Could identify a partner that has a similar vision and attach ourselves to an existing non-profit 501c.  Then we could apply for grants.

· By having 501c status we could have a Treasury for projects, a place in the community where people can donate, invest, provide funds for sustainability.  The Latino Youth Summit is a good example where $ was given, but had to be funneled through different routes.

· We could have a Treasury with dues without non-profit status, but then can’t apply for grants.

· CIELO project already has the 501c status; could work in partnership, with one voice.

Conclusion:
Need to research two options, contemplate them for next meeting…

1. Partnering with CIELO to start – could learn from working with another organization – could move away from CIELO later.

2. Becoming own entity
The attendees were all interested in having a more formal organization, either becoming a non-profit or a program under someone else’s non-profit.  Perhaps from this experience LA MESA could learn about becoming a stronger, more united Latino voice  and collaborative work in the community.  

IV. Break

· Fanny announced that Columbia Legal Services (CLS) has recently been reorganized and restructured.  CLS will focus its resources on doing work that impacts groups of clients (rather than individual client work), legislative and administrative advocacy.  CLS will continue to assist victims of domestic violence who are referred from domestic violence shelters and other underrepresented groups.  Legal representation in individual case work will be handled by the Northwest Justice Project (NJP) who recently opened an office in Olympia.  NJP can be accessed by calling their toll free number CLEAR line, 1-888-201-1014.  Fanny distributed cards for NJP CLEAR in Spanish and English.  

· Also, CLS will be participating in a Consumer Summit that is being planned for February and May of 2005 in Seattle and Yakima.  We are interested in hearing what are the most salient consumer issues for immigrants.  For example debt collection (threats to the INS), driver’s license issues, how to read a contract, low income credit unions, high costs of small loans, dishonest immigration consultants, etc.  Please call Bruce Neas, at 943-6260, extension 215, to provide input about which are the most pressing consumer issues you are hearing about from your immigrant clients.

Fanny had to leave, end of minutes taken by Fanny.  The next hour consisted of Committee updates and Announcements/Information sharing.  Carmen Murphy agreed to do remainder of the minutes.

Committee updates:

Events of the LYS should be posted

Eva: Posters for the LYS advertising on 3 websites. Posters list committee members help spread the word. Talk to teachers for help with transportation Lewis Thurston and Mason are currently involved.

Expose information at the college, want teachers to become leaders.. All forms are on website.

Brunette: Ask for donations. E-mail your list of donations so they will not be duplicated. Those who donate will receive acknowledgement in the program. We expect 250 kids.

Olivia: Last year the schools were passive about handing out information, need word of mouth. Contact the ESL instructors. Need list of ESL instructors. Need to contact the cultural social clubs.

Each student will receive a certificate for 8 hours of community service.

Carmen: I am doing a walk through with Jose and Candy. Will let you know how many tables we can fit in. Depending on the number organizations who would like to attend, we may have two organizations to a table. All applications will be approve by committee members. I need a list of those who have expressed interest and others that I may contact.

Sara: Volunteer coordinator; Need volunteers, they need to fill out their application. Needed are people to help with registration, pass out snacks and in general. They will receive a free t-shirt.

Language Access part II in health care today at Lacey community Center Free lunch 12:20-4

Christiania: Board representation, must get the word out to have a voice in different boards in the community. What are our priorities? Advocacy. Determine which boards need Latino representation.

Eunice: CIELO invitations to their fundraiser

Library Celebration on Saturday 11 am Diversity Sara will e-mail out invitations

Northwest Justice has taken over for Columbia Legal Services. They are interviewing attorneys, 2 of 5 are Hispanic. Housing, family law issues. Can ’t service undocumented workers, send to NW Columbia Services

Tulip Credit Union for low income, class on the 22nd in “how to protect your credit"

New life Baptist Church Lacey: Tutoring classes beginning on October 9th, Saturdays 9:30- noon, need volunteers. Interpreter services on site for parents to fill out applications for the kids,

Next Meeting & Closing  - Our next meeting will be on November 18, 2004.
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